John Brown Mock Trial

A Nation Torn Apart Theme


You are assigned to a group (prosecution or defense) and will research and then play a part in a mock trial. 

Charges: That John Brown is charged with conspiring to start a slave revolt, treason against the United States, and the murder of four civilians.


You are now a member of your selected team. You will be graded as a whole and as an individual. This means that you will be as strong as your weakest link. Be sure that you work together so that all team members have an adequate background of both the positions and arguments that you will be proposing.


Your group will be assigned a position (an argument) that you must take and defend. Even if the position you are asked to take is against your personal beliefs, you must still defend the position given to you to succeed in this trial. The trial will be on Thursday Nov. 3.


Each team member will share responsibilities for researching the opinions and testimonies of the case, communicate effectively with group members, and use in-class and out-of-class time wisely. The courtroom speeches must meet the following guidelines:

1. Clear beginning, middle, and end.

2. All facts and opinions expressed are historically accurate.

3. Issues are addressed and expressed clearly.

4. Speeches/testimony are persuasive and convincing.

5. Must display required oral presentation skills.

Things to be presented with each side:

Is John Brown crazy or sane?

Were his actions justified?

Does he deserve the death penalty or is he a national hero?

Trial is Thursday November 3.
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Per. 1       

Per. 2

Defendants   
         
Defendant(John Brown) 
Kaybren

Edison





Defense Attorney-

Eliza        

Lillian 

Witness for the defense 
Tommy

Jeffrey

Prosecutors 


Prosecutor 


Tati


Luke






Witness #1


Hayden

Ben





Witness #2


Maya


Forrest




Order

1. Opening Statement/Argument- Defense Attorney  (1 minute max.)

2. Opening Statement/Argument- Prosecutor

   (1 minute max.)

_________________________________________________________________________

3. Defendant statement- explain what happened and why charges should be dropped.

4. Prosecution Question #1 of Defendant

      Defendant responds

5. Witness for defense tells story

6. Prosecution Question #2 of Witness for defense

      Witness responds

7. Defense Question to either Defendant or Witness for the defense (rebuttal)

       Either or both respond

_________________________________________________________________________

8. Witness #1 tells story

9. Defense Atty Question #1 of Witness #1

      Witness #1 responds

10.Witness #2 tells story

11.. Defense Atty. Question #2 of Witness #2

       Witness #3 responds

8. Prosecutor Question to either or Witness #1 & #2

       Either respond

_________________________________________________________________________

9. Prosecutors Closing Arguments

(1:30 max.)

10. Defense Atty. Closing Arguments

(1:30 max) 

