6th, 7th and 8th Grades

Biography – Code book – Due 10/28/11 

1. Pick biography

2. Write questions about your person and categorize your questions with color (family/friends; jobs; civil war thoughts; childhood, etc)

3. Gather post-it notes and crayons

4. Read biography with questions and supplies.  

5. Put post-it notes next to the text that matches a category and use crayon to indicate which category.

Book Shot - Due by 11/11/11

1.  Pick a historical fiction novel based on the Civil War era.

2.  Decide if your novel is largely fiction with some facts or largely factual with some fiction.


a.   If it is largely fiction, write about the historical facts you discovered.


b.  If it is largely factual, write about the fictional aspects you discovered.

3.   An excellent paragraph containing your title, author and:


a.  An organizing (topic) sentence


b.  Three non-fiction or fiction examples with details


c.  A closing statement. 


Extra credit if you can hook your reader. 

4.  Create a beautiful picture entirely colored in using crayons or colored pencils.  The picture should reflect something you have written.

5.  Use an extra sheet of paper if you need one.

Index Cards - Due by 10/28/11

Think of one or more  events in your person’s life that had importance to him or her (a death in the family, a birth, marriage, significant jobs etc) and put it on index cards - one event per card.


a. Lined side of card: month and year, a few words explaining what is going on/importance


b. Blank side of card: picture of event 

Web – Draft due 11/1/11 and final copy due 11/4/11

Using the categories from your biography codes, create your web.  Remember to use shapes and colors for a reason.  CUPS and beauty matter.  

NOTE: There will be a writing assignment for this unit – TBA later!

4th Grade

Biography – Code book – Due 10/28/11 

6. Pick biography

7. Write questions about your person and categorize your questions with color (family/friends; jobs; civil war thoughts; childhood, etc)

8. Gather post-it notes and crayons

9. Read biography with questions and supplies.  

10. Put post-it notes next to the text that matches a category and use crayon to indicate which category.

Book Shot - Due by 11/11/11


1.  Read a historical novel based on the Civil War era.

2.  Write a summary of the historical novel you selected, but don't give away the ending!   Your summary should include:


a. Organizing statement/topic sentence


b. Three events from the story with details


c. A closing statement

3.  Make sure you mention the title and author of your book.

4.  Draw a beautiful picture using colored pencils or crayons that represents one of the events you describe. 

5.  Remember to use a second sheet of paper if you need one.

Index Cards - Due by 10/28/11

Think of three (3)  events in your person’s life that had importance to him or her (a death in the family, a birth, marriage, significant jobs etc) and put them on index cards - one event per card.


a. Lined side of card: month and year, a few words explaining what is going on/importance


b. blank side of card: picture of event 

Tangible - Due by 10/28/11

Bring in something you found or made that symbolizes or represents your person.  It can be a representation of something s/he always wears, uses or is famous for.  If you love to make these kinds of things, go for it.  If you’d rather borrow something from your home, make sure it is not valuable.  These will be on display for our Theme Event - We cannot guarantee the safety of valuable items.

NOTE: There will be a writing assignment for this unit – TBA later!


5th grade:

Biography – Code book – Due 10/28/11 

11. Pick biography

12. Write questions about your person and categorize your questions with color (family/friends; jobs; civil war thoughts; childhood, etc)

13. Gather post-it notes and crayons

14. Read biography with questions and supplies.  

15. Put post-it notes next to the text that matches a category and use crayon to indicate which category.

Book Shot - Due by 11/11/11

1.  Read a historical novel based on the Civil War era.

2.  Write a recommendation for the historical novel you selected, but don't give away the ending! 


a.  Be persuasive in your recommendation


b.  Use examples from the book

3. Your paragraph should contain:


a. Opening sentence


b. Three events from the story that make your point


c. Closing sentence

4.   Your beautiful picture (drawn with only colored pencils or crayons) should represent something you have written about.

5.  Use an extra sheet of paper if necessary.

Index Cards - Due by 10/28/11

Think of three (3)  events in your person’s life that had importance to him or her (a death in the family, a birth, marriage, significant jobs etc) and put them on index cards - one event per card.


a. Lined side of card: month and year, a few words explaining what is going on/importance


b. blank side of card: picture of event 

Tangible - Due by 10/28/11

Bring in something you found or made that symbolizes or represents your person.  It can be a representation of something s/he always wears, uses or is famous for.  If you love to make these kinds of things, go for it.  If you’d rather borrow something from your home, make sure it is not valuable.  These will be on display for our Theme Event - We cannot guarantee the safety of valuable items.

NOTE: There will be a writing assignment for this unit – TBA later!

