Debate Rules


A debate is a contest where two or more speakers present their arguments intent on persuading one another, or an audience, or a judge.

Resolved: The South had a right and obligation to secede starting in 1860.

You are now a member of your selected team. You will be graded as a whole and as an individual. This means that you will be as strong as your weakest link. Be sure that you work together so that all team members have an adequate background of both the positions and arguments that you will be proposing.


Your group will be assigned a position (an argument) that you must take and defend. Even if the position you are asked to take is against your personal beliefs, you must still defend the position given to you to succeed in this debate. Debate will be on Thursday Nov. 3.

In the 1860’s the country was divided between regions who supported a free and independent Nation (South) and regions who wished to remain as a Union (North). It is a very complex situation with many differing sides and viewpoints. It is up to you to try and sort out these positions depending on what side you are arguing for.

Your team will be asked to take a side in this debate:

1) Support the South position.

2) Support the North position.


To do this your team will have to research, analyze, and think about both sides and present information that will convince people to your side of the argument. 


To do so there will be four parts to this debate.

1) There will be an opening statement made one person on your team. It should be

 
2-3 minutes long. It should present your teams general positions. Opening statement 
will be written in advance (1 person)

     1A) Your opponent will make the same presentation. (1person)

2) You should have 8-10 questions prepared in advance to ask your opponent. These 
questions should try and convince the audience to your position. They should be on 
note cards and directed specifically to your opponents. Make sure you are using 
accurate information. (1 person)

     2A) Your opponent will answer the questions asked directly. (1-2 people)

3) Your opponent will then ask their 8-10 prepared questions for your group. (1 person)

     3A) Your group will then answer the questions directly to them. (1-2 people)

4) Your group will have a final conclusive statement drawn up and written at the end of the 
debate. This should be no longer than 2 minutes. Your group should have an 
anticipated final statement, but you will be given two minutes with the group to


prepare it with all the new positions that may have been brought up.(1 person)


4A) Your opponent will make the same conclusive statement. (1 person)


Each of your group members is required to take part in one of the different tasks. You should take notes during the entire debate so that you may refer to these in your final presentation of your team’s views (#4).


When you have determined who will be responsible for each portion of your team’s debate, it is up to you to prepare yourself for the challenge that lies ahead. Each team should:

-have a solid background regarding all material

-be involved in all aspects of writing (in other words the team should write the 10 questions 
together and not rely on just one person as well as opening and closing remarks)

-have plenty of evidence to back up your position.

-use teamwork to teach all in group the important concepts behind specific positions.

-be creative


You will be graded on the following criteria:

*Research and preparation for both sides- you will turn your work in. Make sure you 
have your facts straight and easily corroborated with the sites and sources you used. 

*Ability to persuade your position 

*Teamwork

*Oral presentation in the actual debate

*Ability to think quickly on your feet

*Note taking skills- you will turn in your notes taken during the debate
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